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TOWN OF PORT HEDLAND — LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES 

90. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Town of Port Hedland’s decision to seek 25 per cent of back rates owed by several mining 
companies. Did the minister or any other members of the Labor government discuss with the previous council or 
current commissioner that the town should accept reduced back payments, stopping $34 million from flowing into 
the community? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for his question. As the member for Moore knows, local governments have specific 
powers that they are required to adhere to and deliver on, and that includes issues around rates. As has been reported, 
the current commissioner of the Town of Port Hedland has made a determination on the rating of particular entities 
within the Town of Port Hedland, as is his role. He is the commissioner; he is responsible for making decisions on 
behalf of the community and the council. He will do that until new elections take place later this year. The decision 
he has made is based upon a determination that he has made, which included consultation. It is his decision and, 
of course, as the member is aware, I, as the Minister for Local Government, do not set council rates. With regard 
to conversations with the council that was in place before it was suspended, there were discussions around the 
rating schemes of that council in that particular era. Of course there were conversations with a whole range of 
people, as was its role. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, can you face the chair, please, it is hard for Hansard to hear you. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I am confident that the commissioner — 

The SPEAKER: This chair here, not that chair over there! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I am trying to address the member’s question. 

I am confident that the commissioner has made a determination based upon the information that he has sought, 
and indeed the Town of Port Hedland is in good economic shape. This decision will address further — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The member for North West Central did not ask the question; the member for Moore did. 

I am confident that that decision will see increased rates delivered to the people of Port Hedland, as per the decision 
by the commissioner. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Supplementary, member for “slow” Moore. 
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